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Live Births: 34,389

Stillbirths: 203 

Total Births: 34,592

Abortions: 3,844

37 Maternal Deaths (2017-2021)
*MCHB Federally Available Data*

2022 Data 

Source: KDHE Office of Vital Statistics
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Rapid Response: KS Data Update

58%
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National Sources of Maternal Mortality Information

Source: St. Pierre A; Zaharatos J; Goodman D; Callaghan WM. Jan 2018. Challenges and opportunities in identifying, reviewing, and preventing maternal deaths.  
Obstetrics and Gynecology. 131; 138-142.
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Pregnancy Associated Death

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Division of Reproductive Health. Building U.S. Capacity to Review and Prevent Maternal Deaths Program. 
Maternal Mortality Review Committee Decisions Form v20. October 13, 2020. reviewtoaction.org/content/maternal-mortality-review-committee-decisions-form.
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Pregnancy Associated Deaths

More than half (52.4%) of all pregnancy-associated deaths occurred after 
42 days postpartum 

Source: KMMRC Determinations, Kansas, 2016-2020 (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change)
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Pregnancy Associated Deaths

Source: KMMRC Determinations, Kansas, 2016-2020, (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change)
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Pregnancy Associated Deaths 
Kansas, 2016-2020
(Preliminary Data, Subject to Change)

Source: Kansas Maternal Mortality Review Committee
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Pregnancy Associated Deaths
• Nearly half (49 deaths, 46.7%) were related to medical causes of death, such 

as:
• cardiovascular conditions 
• embolism-thrombotic (non-cerebral)
• Infection
• hypertensive disorders of pregnancy.

• Nearly one-third (29 deaths, 27.6%) were caused by:
• homicide
• suicide
• mental health conditions
• unintentional poisoning/overdose

• The remainder (27 deaths, 25.7%) were caused by:
• motor vehicle crash
• fire or burn accidents
• unknown

Source: KMMRC Determinations, Kansas, 2016-2020, (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change)      N=105
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Pregnancy Associated Deaths

Source: Contributing Factors, Kansas, 2016-2020, (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change)



To protect and improve the health and environment of all Kansans

KMCHC Presentation

Pregnancy Related Deaths

Source: Contributing Factors, Kansas, 2016-2020, (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change)
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Near Misses
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Severe Maternal Morbidity

Source: Kansas, 2016-2020, (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change)
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Severe Maternal Morbidity

• Severe maternal morbidity rate was highest among women aged 40+ years 
and lowest for those aged 25-29 years.

• The rate of severe maternal morbidity was 83.5% higher for non-Hispanic 
Blacks than for non-Hispanic Whites.

• Compared with other deliveries, those involving severe maternal morbidity 
were more likely paid by Medicaid and from lower-income communities. 

Source: Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Kansas Hospital Discharge Data, Kansas, 2016-2020, (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change).
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Key KMMRC Recommendations:

Based on 23 preventable pregnancy-related deaths, recommendations are as 
follows: 
• Patient education and empowerment
• Screen, brief intervention and referrals to treatment (SBIRT) for:

• Comorbidities and chronic illness
• Intimate partner violence
• Pregnancy intention
• Mental health conditions (including postpartum anxiety and depression)
• Substance use disorder - alcohol, illicit or prescription drugs
• Social Determinants of Health 

• Better communication and multi-disciplinary collaboration between providers, including 
referrals

Source: Kansas Maternal Mortality Review Committee Report, 2016-2020, (Preliminary Data, Subject To Change)
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