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ÅHuman Trafficking is based on recruiting, harboring and/or 

transporting people solely for the purpose of exploitation

Å No freedom to leave situation

Å Includes labor trafficking and sex trafficking

Å Human Trafficking, a modern form of slavery, is the second largest 

and fastest growing criminal industry in the world

Å Exploits a personôs vulnerabilities

Å Trafficking industry thrives on ignorance and preys upon the 

uneducated.



Trafficking is NOT the same as 

Smuggling, but they overlap

Human Trafficking

Victims do not consent to their 

situations

Entails forced exploitation of a 

person for labor/services

Crime against each persons 

fundamental rights

Occurs domestically-victims held 

captive in own country 

Crime Against Person

Alien Smuggling

Includes those who consent 

to smuggling

Contract ends after border 

crossing

Smugglers need only to 

entail physical movement of 

ñcustomersò

Is always international 

Crime Against Border



Human Trafficking in Kansas

ÅMore than 83% of human trafficking involves domestic 

victims and the majority of these are children.  This 

means that most trafficking in Kansas involves local 

children.

ÅKansas has adopted new laws that seek to protect and 

rescue human trafficking victims.



ÅCentrally located

ÅIntersection of major 

federal interstates: I-

70 and I-35

ÅHub of mid-western 

commerce

ÅExchange points

Why Kansas?



AGE

Source: Shared Hope International



VENUES

Where traffickers find their victims

SOCIAL NETWORK  ___________

HOME NEIGHBORHOOD _________

CLUBS OR BARS _______

INTERNET ______

SCHOOL ____

Source: Shared Hope International



BUYERS

99
PERCENT
of buyers are

MALE

Source: Shared Hope International



RISK FACTORS

PRIOR SEXUAL ABUSE

FOSTER CARE

RUNAWAY/HOMELESS

Source: Shared Hope International



The Data

Å Children represent 26% of the 20.9 million victims worldwide 
(International Labour Org. 2012)

Å Both U.S. citizen and foreign national children are trafficked for sex 

and labor in the U.S. (U.S. Dept. Of State, 2013)

Å Each year, as many as 100,000 ï300,000 American children are at 

risk of being trafficked for commercial sex in the U.S. (U.S. Dept. of 

Justice, NCMEC)

Å Many child victims of human trafficking are students in the American 

school system. 
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THE VICTIM

Human Trafficking



Characteristics of a 

Sex-Trafficking Victim

ÅAverage age of entry is 14 years old

ÅMajority are runaway and/or youth within the foster 

care system & child protective services: some come 

from middle class, or wealth and prosperity

Å70-90% of sexually exploited children have a history 

of  child sexual abuse

ÅMost are female

ÅNot likely to consider themselves as victims



Obstacles to Identification

ÅAlmost never self-identify as trafficking victims

ÅView trafficker as ñboyfriendò/trauma bonding

ÅFear of retaliation/acting on threats

ÅLured into false sense of ñchoiceò

ÅMay have been given new name, branded

ÅConditioned to view others as ñfamilyò

Å Fearful of law enforcement

Å Street smart and difficult to interview

Source:  National Human Trafficking Resource Center



ÅMedical needs

ÅSafety Planning 

ÅTreatment for Major 

Trauma, Complex 

PTSD

ÅLong term 

counseling and 

assistance

ÅHousing 

ÅAssistance dealing 

with and testifying 

against 

pimps/traffickers 

ÅAddiction treatment

ÅEducational needs

ÅEmployment 

assistance

ÅSpecific Assistance

Services Critical for 

Protection



THE TRAFFICKER

Sex Trafficking:



Characteristics

ÅAge 19-45 years old

ÅAverage education is 9.3 years

Å50% completed high school or GED

Å95.5% had a history of drug or alcohol abuse

Å90.0% had a criminal record

ÅMade $220,000 ï$500,000 a year

ÅPhotos redacted in this version (ñthey look like 

usò)



ÅPhysical abuse
ï Depravation of basic needs

ï Physical restraint, captivity or 

confinement

ï Withholding medical care

ï Physical assault

ï Murder

ÅSexual abuse

ï Rape

ï Forced prostitution

ï Sexual humiliation

ÅPsych/emotional 

violence
ï Intimidation/fear

ï Lies, deception, blackmail

ï Unsafe environments

ï Isolation/forced dependency 

(controlling victims personal docs)

ï Shame and self blame

How Traffickers Control Victims



Additional waysé

ÅSubstance abuse/misuse
ï Forced and coerced use of drugs & alcohol which can create longer-

term addiction and monetary dependency.

ÅManipulation/Romance
ï Many use romantic relationships to access victims (Romeo pimps).

ÅCultural disorientation
ï Movement across state or international borders may put victims in areas 

where they donôt speak the language = vulnerability.



Child Sex Trafficking
Å Commercial sex trade

Å Survival sex

Å Forced prostitution

Å Stripping

Å Pornography

Child Labor Trafficking
Å Involuntary domestic servitude

Å Underage agricultural labor

Å Peddling or begging

Å Traveling sales crews

Child Trafficking



Sex Trafficking

Who is Vulnerable?

Å Chronic runaways.   

Å Children suffering serious abuse in their own homes

Å Foster children who have been sexually exploited.

Å The throwaway children ïthose runaways in Kansas who are 
not reported. 

ÅThe throwaway children who ñage outò of the system.

ÅMissing and homeless children

Å The 6% of all girls in Kansas: those with a developmental 
disability.  

Sources: National Human Trafficking Resource Center, 2014;  Kansas Law Enforcement Information, 
www.kslawenforcementinfo.com;  Colloton interviews:  EMCU, Wichita Police; Vice Unit, Overland Park Police; 
Human Trafficking Advisory Board Members 2014.  



Labor Trafficking

Who is Vulnerable?

Industries which require low skilled 
manual labor with limited public 
interaction.

Å Forced to work against their own will 

Å Threat of violence or other punishment

Å Freedom restricted

Å Degree of ownership exerted
ï Domestic servitude
ï Agricultural labor
ï Sweatshop factory
ï Janitorial/maintenance/food service
ï Begging
ï Landscaping
ï Construction

Source:  National Human Trafficking Resource Center, 2014



Å Isolation

ÅEmotional Distress

ÅSubstance Abuse

ÅPoverty

ÅFamily Dysfunction

ÅHomelessness

ÅDevelopmental Delay 

ÅLearning Disabilities

ÅLack of Social Support

ÅChildhood Sexual Abuse

ÅMental Illness

ÅLack of Personal Safety

Risk Factors 



Red Flags for Labor Trafficking

Å Common Work and Living Conditions:* The individual(s) in question

Å Is not free to leave or come and go as he/she wishes.

Å Is unpaid, paid very little, or paid only through tips

Å Works excessively long and/or unusual hours

Å Is not allowed breaks or suffers under unusual restrictions at work

Å Poor Mental Health or Abnormal Behavior

Å Is fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, tense, or nervous/paranoid

Å Avoids eye contact

Å Poor Physical Health

Å Appears malnourished

Å Shows signs of physical and/or sexual abuse. 

Å Lack of Control

Å Has few or no personal possessions

Å Is not in control of his/her own money, no financial records, or bank account

Å Is not in control of his/her own identification documents (ID or passport)

Å Is not allowed or able to speak for themselves (a third party may insist on being 
present and/or translating)

*National Human Trafficking Resource Center (Polaris) 2016



THE DEMAND

Human Trafficking



What is Demand?

The desire for a particular commodity, labor 

or service.

In context of HT, demand is for labor that is 

exploitative or services which breach the 

human rights of the person delivering 

those services. 



Sex Trafficking

DEMAND
These are the buyers 
of commercial sex.

Victims

Pimps/

Traffickers

Source: Veronicaôs Voice


