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Help Me Grow KS
IMPLEMENTATION UPDATE

JESSICA LOOZE,  PHD, KU-CPPR



Help Me Grow Kansas



Vision

Kansas families have equitable access 
to seamless, comprehensive 
screenings, supports and services that 
ensure the wellbeing and lifelong 
success of all Kansas children



The Help Me 
Grow Model

• Framework for collective impact

• Builds on existing resources

• Enhances early childhood systems 
across communities 



Early Childhood 
Systems 
Building Across 
Kansas: Aligning 
Efforts



Alignment with 
Kansas’s Vision



Early Childhood Systems Building

Engaging and educating 
families around children’s 

developmental health



Early Childhood Systems Building

Empowering families and 
providers around 

developmental screenings



Help Me Grow 
Core Components



Initial Help Me Grow 
Communities

Ellis County Geary County

SE Kansas



Connectin
g Families

Integrated Referral & Intake 

System

A web-based communication tool 
designed to help organizations 
connect the families they serve to 
needed resources in their 
community

connectwithiris.org

http://connectwithiris.org/




Identify a physician 
champion(s)

Targeted outreach to child 
health care providers

Advance rates of developmental 
surveillance and screening

Close the feedback loop with 
physicians

Child Health Care 
Provider Outreach



Thank You!

Jessica Looze, Ph.D.

jlooze@ku.edu

Heather Smith, MPH

Heather.Smith@ks.gov



School Partnerships
JASON WESCO,  COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTER OF

SOUTHEAST KANSAS



Maternal and Child Health Council

School-Based Health Services 

jwesco@chcsek.org / 620-240-5076

mailto:jwesco@chcsek.org


Why: History, Mission, Vision 



What: Services
 Medical 

 Dental  

 Behavioral Health

 Pharmacy

 Education/Outreach

 School Health



What: School Health
 Dental Outreach – 38 Districts

 Medical Services (on-site) – 2 Districts

 Medical Services (outreach) – 3 Districts

 Behavioral Health – 3 Districts

 School Nursing – 3 Districts



Where: CHC/SEK Sites



How: Population Health - History



How: Population Health - Data 



2017 Health Factors

How: Population Health - Data 



2017 Health Outcomes

How: Population Health - Data 



USD 445 - Coffeyville



USD 250 - Pittsburg



USD 506 - Labette







Who (this is all for): 



Title V MCH Block Grant 
Guidance Revisions & 
Application Updates
RACHEL S ISSON & HEATHER SMITH,  KDHE 



BG Guidance Changes
• Cross-cutting is now optional but 

Kansas will retain the domain with 
objectives and SPMs that apply

• NPMs previously tied to the Cross-
cutting domain have been moved to 
align with one of the five remaining 
domains
o Oral Health (W/M, C, A)

 KS didn’t select but there 
are objectives in the work 
plan aligned mostly with 
child health

o Smoking (W/M, C, A)
 KS objectives align with 

women/maternal health



BG Guidance Changes cont.



Title V Framework: No Change



FFY2019 Title V MCH Block Grant

• Release/Writing: April 2-May 11

• Public input period: June 4-June 22

• 2019 Application/2017 Report Due: July 15

• Action Plan Updates: July-August (interim year)
• KS MCH Council Review at July Meeting

• Federal Title V Block Grant Review: August 8

• Application & Annual Report Re-submit: September 2018

• Final publications and resources available by October 2018

• Access: www.kdheks.gov/bfh or www.kansasmch.org

http://www.kdheks.gov/bfh
http://www.kansasmch.org/


Public input – June 4, 2018



Published Links/Documents

http://www.kdheks.gov/bfh

http://www.kdheks.gov/bfh




Measures/Tracking



KS Title V MCH Snapshot

http://https://mchb.tvisdata.hrsa.gov/

http://https/mchb.tvisdata.hrsa.gov/


Kansas MCH Facebook Page

http://www.facebook.com/kansasmch

http://www.facebook.com/kansasmch


State Action Plan Revisions



Lunch & Networking



Domain Group Work
TASK 1: MCH-MCO PARTNERSHIPS

TASK 2: REVIEW TITLE V MCH STATE ACTION PLAN



Domain Group Assignments

STAFF SUPPORT BY DOMAIN GROUP

Women/Maternal: Sarah Fischer & Diane Daldrup

Perinatal/Infant: Carrie Akin & Jenny Taylor

Child: Kayzy Bigler & Connie Satzler

Adolescent: Kelli Mark & Tamara Jones



Domain Group Work

Task 1 (30 min): MCH-MCO Partnership Progress/Next Steps

Task 2 (60 min): Review Title V Priorities & State Action Plan

1. What measures and objectives in the plan should 
absolutely be kept for 2018-2019?

2. What measures and objectives are completely missing from 
the plan that should be included for 2018-2019?

3. What measures and objectives in the plan should be 
removed/replaced for 2018-2019?



Ground Rules
1. Stay present (phones on silent/vibrate, limit side conversations).

2. Invite everyone into the conversation. Take turns talking.

3. ALL feedback is valid. There are no right or wrong answers. 

4. Value and respect different perspectives (providers, families, 
agencies, etc.)

5. Be relevant. Stay on topic. 

6. Allow facilitator to move through priority topics.

7. Avoid repeating previous remarks.

8. Disagree with ideas, not people.  Build on each other’s ideas.

9. Capture “side” topics and concerns; set aside for discussion and 
resolution at a later time.

10. Reach closure on each item and summarize conclusions or action 
steps. 



Women/Maternal Report

• What should absolutely be kept?

• What should be removed/replaced?

• What is completely missing?

Priority 1: Women have access to and receive 
coordinated, comprehensive services before, 
during, and after pregnancy.



Perinatal/Infant Report

• What should absolutely be kept?

• What should be removed/replaced?

• What is completely missing?

Priority 4: Families are empowered to make 
educated choices about infant health and well-
being?



Child Health Report

• What should absolutely be kept?

• What should be removed/replaced?

• What is completely missing?

Priority 3:  Developmentally appropriate care and 
services are provided across the lifespan 
Priority 7:  Services are comprehensive and coordinated 
across systems and providers

Priority 2:  Services and supports promote healthy family 
functioning

Priority 6:  Professionals have the knowledge and skills to 
address the needs of maternal and child health populations



Adolescent Health Report

• What should absolutely be kept?

• What should be removed/replaced?

• What is completely missing?

Priority 5: Communities and providers support 
physical, social and emotional health.

Priority 8: Information is available to support informed 
decisions and choices



Small Group Reports
W/M, P/I ,  C,  A



Legislative Updates
DENNIS COOLEY, MD, CHAIR

KDHE

KMCHC MEMBERS



KMCHC Member 
Announcements
KDHE & KMCHC MEMBERS



Next Meeting Date
JULY 25, 2018



Closing Remarks
DENNIS COOLEY, MD, CHAIR


