Babies born preterm, before 37 completed weeks of gestation, are at
increased risk of immediate life-threatening health problems, as well
as long-term complications and developmental delays. Among
preterm infants, complications that can occur during the newborn
period include respiratory distress, jaundice, anemia, and infection.
Long-term complications can include learning and behavioral
problems, cerebral palsy, lung problems, and vision and hearing loss.
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The measure is a pay-for-performance measure. Every year the  Data represent the percent of live births where the gestational age on the
Managed Care Organizations (MCOs) must demonstrate a 5% birth certificate was less than 37 weeks.

relative decrease in preterm birth. Data represent administrative

claims provided by the MCOs and were recalculated by the external
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